
 

Previous Panelists for Advancement Grants (AG) 

*For a list of FY21, FY20, FY18 and earlier Advancement Grant panelists, please review the Previous 

Panelists - General Operating Support II Grants and Previous Panelists - General Operating Support II 

Grants documents. In previous fiscal years and in FY20 and FY21, the review of Advancement Grant 

proposals was combined with the review of General Operating Support proposals.* 

Please note that these professional positions were held at the time of the panel review. 

FY24 

• David Kantar – Donor Services Officer, Baltimore Community Foundation 

• Aria Velz – Manager of Institutional Giving, Mosaic Theater Company of DC 

• Kali Wasenko – Director, STABLE 

• Charlie Maybee – Adjunct Faculty, College of Charleston 

• Ajené Livingston – Manager, Arts + Business Council for Greater Philadelphia 

FY23 

• Abdul Ali – Co-Chief Executive Officer, Thrive Arts 

• Allison Punch – Program Manager, Conferece, Grantmakers for Effective Organizations 

• Bridgette C. Burton – Independent Artist and Artistic Producer, Baltimore Center Stage 

• Cynthia Steele – Arts Management Consultant, Executive Director, National Society of Arts & 

Letters 

• Carrie Villar – Senior Director of Museum Collections, National Trust for Historic Preservation 

FY22 

• Julie Hord – Consultant, Grant writer, Benvenuti Arts, Trustee, Washington D.C. chapter of the 

Awesome Foundation 

• Nella Vera – Director of Marketing at BFV Management 

• Daniel Guzman – Curator of Public Programs, Torpedo Factory Art Center 

• Reneé Charlow – Business Manager, the Black Theatre Network  

FY19 

• Elisse Wright Barnes – Workforce Educator, LinkedIn Trainer, Communications Strategist 



• Kendra Jones – Operations Manager & Accountant, Richmond Memorial Health Foundation 

• Anjali Lalani – Smith Fund Interns and Fellows Program Administrator, Office of Strategic 

Partnerships 

• Rebecca Chan – Creative Placemaking Program Officer, Local Initiatives Support Corporation 

• JR Russ – Director of Community Engagement, DC Alliance of Youth Advocates 
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